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Assistant Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is 
hereby directed to the references listed on the attached 2 sheets of PTO-1449. Copies of 
the references are attached. It is respectfully requested that the information be expressly 
considered during the prosecution of this application, and that the references be made of 
record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

This Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) is filed pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97 
(d). The undersigned certifies that the item of information contained in the Information 
Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application and that this communication was not received by the 
undersigned more than thirty days prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement. It is believed that no fee is required to ensure consideration of the cited 
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references by the Examiner. However, if a fee is deemed necessary, the Commissioner is 
authorized to charge Deposit Account 19-0733. 

Respectfully submitted, 
BANNER & WITCOFF, LTD. 



By: ^(jyu^ VtcLtdUrv-^ 
Brian E. Hanlon 
Registration No. 40,449 

1001 G Street, N.W. 
Eleventh Floor 

Washington, D.C. 20001-4597 
(202) 508-9100 

Dated: )^)3)ol 



